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GETTING EQUIPPED STEP BY STEP

The umper puts s amns thvaugh the apening in the shaulder The soldier adiusts the saddle around s buttacks
Straps S0 thatthe backpack rests Wigh on hisback and the assembly s secored In po Sfton.

The ktbag falded and with the canping handls at the oo,
is placed apainst the chest and the Wigin-hand chest strap is
paszed thoughthe landle. Thisensures that it is at land ©
recover the parachute assembly after landing.

The two chest straps are attached to the guick-
releass gasermbly, and the safety clip isinserisd.
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HOOK UP?

5.4. Individual Combat Equipment

t the beginning of the Cold

Wear, the US Ammy was using
the same combat squipment and
individual grmament that had been
manufactured massively during the
Second Yorld Yar. After the Kore-
an ¥ar, in themid-1950s, the need
for o renewal of soldiers’ equip-
ment was recognized. The GQuarter-
master Research and Enginsering
Laboretories |aunched a testing
prograrm to define new Load Carry-
ing Equipment [LCE). Similarky, the

Paraton per weaking
1958 Vistnam pear.

foreseen adoption of a new rifle,
the MT4 with a magazine holding
20 rounds, as personal weapen
was incompatible with the ammuni-
tion storage system of the M1923
and its updated wversion M1745,
designed for use exclusivaly with
Garand ammo clips.

The new LCE had te be capable
of holding the 45-pound weights
soldiars were expecied to nesd in
the field, of which 20 were combat
equipment carried directly on the
body and the rest in a backpack
of extra loads. In additien, it had
to carry ammunition for the A14
or other weapons in the US arse
nal and correct the deficiencies of
its predecessor, particularly those
regarding the equipment fastening
mechanisms, fo prevent the items
from swinging. The double hooks
were replaced with vertical metal
clips.

The vsudf positon Tor the Frst Aid
FPouchwas on the leift shoolder
aut ol theway of the solkdier’s Mk,

The Butt Pack provided limited carying capaciyc
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T-10 Maneuverable Parachute Risers

In maneuverable parachutes the ris-
ers were not fixed to the male fitting
but could slide through it allowing
the trooper to alter the inclination of
the cancpy and command a degree
of conirol over his direction during

8

descent. Each riser had a locking
fork keeper into which was inserted
the metal locking fork secured on
each side of the harness, stopping
the risers from sliding. In practice
this procedure could prove difficult.

Locking fork keeper: unlocked and focked,

PARACHUTISTS’ EQUIPMENT

Pleiku, South Vietnam: Paratroopers of the
173rd Airborne Division conduct a personnel
and supply parachute drop near this location
during a road closing operation.




Harness Assembly

|he harness was a structure of
&

turdy 1 % inch nylen webbing
that fitted around the soldier's body:

The hamess was one size onby as

the chest, leg and back straps had
mefal pieces to adjust to any par-
achufist’s body. Its function was fo
keep the trooper suspended from
the canopy during descent,

PARACHUTISTS' EQUIPMENT

At the shoulders were the female
CANGPYy: release assemblies, to
which the risers were attached with
a quickrelease system, This alloyred
the jumper to rapidly disengags the
canopy in the event of |un§ing ina
strang wind or in water, and pre
vent being dragged. If the cancpy
failed to open, or only partially in-

flated, the reserve parachute was
activated but the main canopy was
not jetiisoned, and the trooper de-
scended with both chutes. Only if
the main canopy was in danger of
hindering the correct deployment
of the reserve chute wers the risers
relsased and the faulty cancpy dis

carded.

Harness Assembly with Harness Quick-Release Assemblies

Il‘l the harness model featuring the
quick-release assembly, the chest
straps and |eg stiraps were fitted
with metal adjusting lugs connected
to the harness quic?( rjedse fasten-
ing systern, which was o device on
the center of the chest with a quick

locking and unlecking mechanism.
DIAINAL
BAGISTRAPS

CAMIPY RELERSE

MLLIMLIFT WEE
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AQIUSTAELELUG

[-FiNG
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Harness assermbiy.
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PARACHUTISTS' EQUIPMENT

35-foot diameter 1-10 maneuverable modified troop back

parachute assembly

ith the T10 Maneuwverable

Parachute Modified a great-
er capability for contrel during de-
scent was achieved. This parachute
had the capabilityto consistenthy put
personnel into o small area and this
accuracy could be highly advan-
tageous for paracommando work,
becavse It could put a small com-
bat force, such as o special forces
team, inte a S0-meter square. This
was not possible with the standard
10 and extremely difficult with o
maneuverable -10.

tanetverable

It had an MC]

Madified Canopy, with an opening

across 11 panels in a TU configu-
ration. This allewed o speed of be
tween 16 and 23 feet per second to
be maintained, and its use was lim-
ited to aircraft traveling at spesds
of between 50 and 130 mph.

The T-10 Maneuwverable Parachute
Modified had about two-and-a-half
times more forward speed than the
standard M C-1 canopy. That meant
that o jumper could stand up to an
18%not crosswind and still come
down with his head pointing sky-
ward, er make o long run ever o
drop zone to reach a distantfarget.

Another advantage was the chute’s

uick epening tima which allowed
jrops Eom ower alfitudes and,
hence, more accuracy.

Further to the canopy, it differed
from the earlier 10 Mansuyerable
Parachute in its fixed risers, with
no sliding actien, featuring instead
contral lines to alter the inclination
of the canopy. Az in the preceding
maodel, the direction of movernent
depended on the wind speed and
the erientation of the canopy vent,
lts maneuverability required that
jumpers kept a separation of 50
feet during descent.
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Most of the soldizrs taking part in
the combat jump during Opergtion
Junction City wrere equipped on|y
with a Tropical Rucksack, worn as
frer regu|q'rions.

A few yards from the
ground, the parachutist
releasss his heavy

SQHD T, Wi
relains attached 10 the
umper By the lowering
Strap, to savo it the #sk of
iy an fanding.
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HOOK UP?

Lowering strap asssmblc

The container also featured a
lowering strap, similar to that on
the M1950 weapon case, with a
strefch of shock absorbing cord.
The lowerng strap was attached
to the container by the handle on
the top, and the other end of the
strap was attached to the parachute
harness, between the right mein lift
web and the right rear back strap
loop. The slack in the lowering
strap was folded and stowed in an
exterior pocket on the container, as
on the wedpan case.

Dextal of the shock absorbing cord.



On exiting frem the aireraft, pare-
troopers undid the leg strap, re
meved the cords keeping the low-
ering line folded and removed the
safety pin from the releass knob,
At 200 feet above the ground they
pulled the red toggle on the release
knob and allewed the container to
drop, suspended on the lowering
line. In some cases, it was advised
either not to release the container
or fo jeftison if, following the same
criteria for landing scenarios appli-
cable to the Adjustable Equipment
Bag.

PARACHUTISTS' EQUIPMENT
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HOOK UP?

Seldiers whe kept up their para-
chutist activity achieved Senior Par-
achufist status affer meefing o set
of requirements that incluged 30
jumps and keeping their currency in
an airborne unit for 24 months. Af
ter remaining for lenger as a mem-
ber of a parachute unit, the rank of
Mhazter Parachutist was attained af
ter 65 jumps and 34 months’ jump
status.

Netal Basic Parachutist Badge
with cluteh back attachremt

A further recognition, that stemmed
frem combat operations during
W, weas the Combat Jump De
vice, awarded to those taking part
in a parachute assault on o combert
zone, This status is indicated by a
bronze star above the parachute
wings for each jump or a gold star
for five combat jumps,

8
BA -

PARA

1 EA DSA100-70-C-1586  KREW, INC

Fresemtatan of the KREW Subdued Weta
Senior Parachutist Badge in fts packaging. Naster Parachutist Badge

Embroidsrad Parachutist Badges, color
and subdued versions on OO twill
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MANLALS, PAMPHLETS AND PAPER MISCELLANEA

o e in the 1850 s They all wear thel
equiprle in the same rmanner and
conduct thetsshres as stated in the

LS such as T 3
Aposis sl gz ity procedutes ramals

“Techical Tralning of
Paractutists", were
superseded by new updated
editio ns.

Ut a new updated
edition is releassd,
changes wene
nserted in the famn
of suppetems

Several different manuals on paracioting techivigues.
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